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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY INTRODUCES 
RESPONSE LINE TO FLOOD VICTIMS 
The Commission is working closely 

with the National Emergency 

Management Agency (NEMA) 

Nigeria towards ensuring the safety of 

all Persons With Disabilities affected 

by flood. Federal Ministry of 

Humanitarian Affairs has since 

commenced supply of relief materials 

to victims of the flood disaster.
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"WE WILL PASS THE PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES BILL BECAUSE IT IS A GOOD THING TO DO" 

The Speaker, Imo State House of Assembly, Emeka Nduka 

has said that the House will pass the Persons With 

Disabilities Bill in the state.

He said this while reacting to a call by the Executive 

Secretary, National Commission for Persons With 

Disabilities, Mr James David Lalu, npom for the 

domestication of Disability Act in the state.

In his goodwill message, the Executive Secretary recalled 

how Senator Ositer Izunaso, the founder of Kpakpando 

Foundation for Persons with Disabilities, helped in the 

establishment of the Commission after seamless efforts on 

the floor of the House to ensure the passage of the bill. 

Lalu maintained that Imo state should not be left out or be 

the last in domesticating the disability bill which the 

senator nursed at federal level. 

In his speech, Senator Izunaso acknowledged the giant 

efforts made by the Executive Secretary to grace the 

Foundation's 17th anniversary in Owerri.

He commended Lalu for pointing out the need to 

domesticate the act in Imo state while assuring the House 

of his absolute support. 

At the anniversary, Persons with Disabilities were 

supported with wheelchairs, grinding machines, hair 

dryers, sowing machines, camp gas cylinders, etc.

- Hon Emeka Nduka 
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"NO TO LIP SERVICE, INCLUSIVITY MUST BE PRACTICAL," SAYS NCPWD BOSS
At the 5th International Conference of the West and Central 

African Association of Special and Inclusive Education 

(WACAASE) held on the 1st of November, 2022 in Abuja, 

the Executive Secretary, National Commission for Persons 

With Disabilities, Mr. James David Lalu asserted that 

proponents of inclusivity must make it practical.

During his address, the ES hinted that there are countless 

Disability interest groups trying to propagate inclusivity but 

not demonstrating it in practice. 

He, therefore, urged that never again should the Disability 

community be undermined by mere proclamations.

Lalu commended WACAASE for organizing this year's 

conference which is basically focused on the Horizons of 

Inclusive Education in Africa.

The Commission's helmsman equally informed the meeting 

of the minimum Accessibility standard being produced by 

the NCPWD which he said will soon be ready for public 

use.

The Executive Secretary also explained that the 

Accessibility document will become a regulatory code 

which will be ready by 5th December, 2022 after it must 

have passed through the Federal Executive Council.

He described the 224 page document as a heavy guide for 

all engineering practitioners and students in various 

faculties of higher institutions in Nigeria.

Lalu also mentioned the importance of Sign language 

Interpreters in ensuring seamless communication within 

the community of the Deaf and the society at large.

"I am pleased to inform you all that sign language is that 

tool that has propelled me to where I am today. Therefore, 

we must not fail to acknowledge it's impact in our society," 

he said. 

The President of the West and Central Africa Association 

of Special and Inclusive Education, Prof. Izuka Ihenacho in 

his welcome address emphasized on the recognition of the 

rights of Persons With Disabilities across Africa especially 

through access to quality education. 

"We are gathered here today to give credence to educating 

the girl child in Africa whom we have identified as the 

most vulnerable in our world."

He specifically appreciated the Executive Secretary for 

making out time from his busy schedule to represent the 

entire community of PWDs at the conference.
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DISABILITY COMMISSION BOSS HANDS OVER SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER, VISUALLY IMPAIRED 
SECRETARY TO HUMANITARIAN MINISTRY

As a sign of leading by example, the Executive Secretary of the National Commission for Persons With Disabilities, Mr 
James David Lalu has handed over a sign language interpreter and a secretary with visual impairment to the Federal Minis-
try of Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster Management and Social Development.

While handing over the two staff of the Commission posted to the Ministry with the aim of strengthening and creating an 
avenue for easy flow of information for Persons With Disabilities, the Executive Secretary advised them to be good ambas-
sadors of the Commission and to discharge their duties diligently. 

The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry, Dr Nasir Sani Gwarzo, mni, npom expressed delight over the posting of a sign 
language interpreter and a secretary with special abilities to the Ministry.
‘’You have made my day blossom,’’ he said to Lalu. 

He further promised to give the staff his absolute support while assuring them of inclusiveness at the Ministry.
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NCPWD Boss Warns Against Marginalisation, Discrimination of Persons With Disabilities
The Executive Secretary of the National Commission for Persons with Disabilities, Mr James David Lalu has said that 
Persons With Disabilities have inherent abilities.
Lalu said this in Abuja, while addressing members of the Legislative Mentoring Initiatives who came on an advocacy visit 
to the Commission.
According to him, young Persons With Disabilities, just like every other young persons, have the ability to contribute 
positively to the development of this country.
He called on all concerned persons in the country to see to it that Persons with Disabilities are given equal and maximum 
opportunity to exercise their skills and knowledge in order to enhance productivity and development of Nigeria.
While warning Nigerians to desist from any act of marginalization and discrimination against Persons With Disabilities, the 
Executive Secretary noted that the Commission will not hesitate to prosecute defaulters of the disability law.
He further reiterated the commitment of the Commission towards provision of accessible transport system, quality 
education and healthcare for Persons With Disabilities. 
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NCPWD Storms N-Skills Training Centre Over Complaint by Person With Disability
The National Commission for Persons 

With Disabilities stormed an N-Skills 

training centre over failure of a training 

consultant to provide sign language 

interpreter for Persons with Disabilities 

who are beneficiaries of the scheme.

The Commission received a complaint 

on its WhatsApp hotline from a Person 

With Disability who complained of not 

understanding the training being held at 

Merit House, Maitama, Abuja over non 

provision of a sign language interpreter.

Upon receiving the complaint, the 

Commission, through the New Media 

Unit and Accessibility Department, 

rapidly mobilized two sign language 

interpreters to inspect and query the 

consultant over non compliance with 

the Disability Act. 

The team stayed at the training venue 

and started interpreting for the PWD until the consultant provided a sign language interpreter.

The complainant expressed delight over the rapid action made by the Commission.

The Commission also urged other Persons With Disabilities to embrace the culture of reporting such concerning issues.
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James David Lalu: Still Making Case for Persons with Disabilities

The statistic of Persons With Disabilities (PWDs) in 

Nigeria is estimated to be around 31million individuals. 

Women were believed to have constituted larger part of this 

population with special needs.

The Discrimination Against Persons with Disability 

(Prohibition) Act 2018 among other things, empowered the 

National Commission for Persons with Disabilities 

(NCPWD) to promote, protect and prioritize the rights of 

persons with disabilities, and to further enhance their 

productivity through education, health and other 

socio-economic activities of the state.

This can only be achieved through the achievement and 

maintenance of robust relationship and collaboration 

between the commission and stakeholders including other 

agencies.

Ever since he assumed office in August 2020, Mr. James 

David Lalu npom, the Pioneer Executive Secretary and the 

Chief Executive Officer of the Commission has been going 

round across Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDA) 

for a courtesy visits in order to seek partnership on how to 

improve the lives of persons with disabilities in Nigeria.

This kind of advocacy visit by Lalu does not end within 

government parastatals alone, but got extended to include 

Non-Governmental Organizations and other charitable 

foundations who are willing to join hands in humanitarian 

activities.

It is not surprising that these efforts have been yielding the 

much anticipated results as person with disabilities have 

since started reaping the benefits turn by turn from 

different angles.

Recently, another Landmark achievement was recorded as 

aviation authorities in Nigeria set the stage for complying 

with 2018 Disability Act aimed at providing improved, 

better and special service delivery for Persons With 

Disabilities intending to travel by air locally or outside 

Nigeria.

This scintillating news was disclosed by Mr Lalu when the 

team management of Center for Ability Rehabilitation and 

Empowerment Foundation (CARE) paid a courtesy call at 

his office in late October.

The NCPWD boss appreciated the doggedness of the 

Organization in restoring hope to PWD air travellers by 

working tirelessly at the Disability Desk established across 

airports.

Lalu also pledged that the Commission will procure more 

motorized equipments for seamless mobility and boarding 

By Mukhtar Ya’u Madobi
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of PWDs at airports.

Furthermore, in order to ensure smooth continuity of this 

project, Lalu expressed his desire to also permanently 

deployed some staff including Sign Language Interpreters 

of the Commission to the Desk Offices so as to ease the 

task.

In his remarks, the Executive Director, CARE Foundations, 

Dr. Chike Okogwu narrated the assistive measures put in 

place by Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA) and 

Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) to facilitate 

special consideration for PWDs traveling by Air.

These include but not limited to “PWDs VIP seats, mobility 

facilities/equipment, reserved car parking spaces at Airports 

across the country and host of others.

According to Dr Okogwu, “Handlers at the Airports now 

assist PWDs get on board easily with their luggage.” 

Interestingly, he also mentioned that, a provision for 

ambi-lift and surface elevator was made in order to assist 

people moving with wheelchair at the Airport.

Not only that, Lalu’s commitment has also made it possible 

for persons suffering from albinism to get special treatment 

as they are immediately accompanied to a reserved space 

away from sunlight as soon as they arrive at the Airport.

It is obvious that Lalu’s diligence towards sustained 

advocacy campaigns for the PWDs is a success one. 

However, more achievements are in pipelines as the man is 

on a mission to salvage disabled Nigerians out of their 

hardships.

Mukhtar is a Staff Writer with the Emergency Digest

"Ever since he assumed office in 

August 2020, Mr. James David Lalu 

npom, the Pioneer Executive 

Secretary and the Chief Executive 

Officer of the Commission has been 

going round across Ministries, 

Departments and Agencies (MDA) 

for a courtesy visits in order to seek 

partnership on how to improve the 

lives of persons with disabilities in 

Nigeria."

“
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY PRESENTS, DEFENDS 2023 BUDGET BEFORE SENATE
The Executive Secretary of the National 

Commission for Persons With 

Disabilities, Mr James David Lalu has 

defended the 2023 budget and the 

2021/2022 budget allocation before the 

Senate Committee on Special Duties.

The fruitful discussion between the 

Commission and its top management and 

the committee members led by Senator 

Yusuf A Yusuf, senator representing 

Taraba Central lasted about an hour.

After series of deliberation, the 

committee acknowledged the positive 

impact the National Commission for 

Persons With Disabilities is making 

towards improving the living standard of 

Persons With Disabilities in Nigeria.

The committee decried the decrease in 

allocation to the Commission despite 

being a parastatal that needs special 

consideration and promised to table it 

before the senate before the final 

approval of the 2023 budget of the 

country.
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PWDS PARTICIPATION IN ELECTORAL PROCESSES 
The National Commission 

for Persons With 

Disabilities leads collection 

of Permanent Voter's Card 

of Persons With 

Disabilities experiencing 

difficulties accessing 

Independent National 

Electoral Commission 

Offices. The Commission 

liaised with the INEC 

disability desk officers in 

ensuring smooth and 

stress-free PVC collection 

process. 
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"EDUCATION OF PWDs IS A SPECIAL SCHEME WHICH REQUIRES SPECIAL FUNDING" 

At what seemed like a partnership reignited, the Executive 

Secretary, National Commission for Persons With 

Disabilities, Mr. James David Lalu has re-echoed the 

importance of education for Persons with disabilities and 

opined that Special schools across the country need more 

funding and attention to make impacts.

He made this disclosure in Abuja while receiving in 

audience a delegation from Federal University, Lafia, 

Nasarawa State on 9th November, 2022.

Lalu took time to appreciate the staff of FULafia for the 

attention being given to special education and students with 

disabilities at the institution.

"We will continue to thank our teachers for their support 

and kind attention in ensuring the inclusivity of PWDs and 

providing Accessible means to them through the school," 

he said.

The ES used the medium to disclose that the much awaited 

Accessibility standard code will be made available soon 

after which there will be no more excuses of non 

compliance by stakeholders in the engineering sector.

Speaking on the programmes planned for students with 

disabilities, the ES talked about scholarship schemes 

mapped out by the Commission to assist students in order 

to complete their education in various faculties up from 

primary to tertiary institutions.

The ES further reiterated the importance of Sign language 

communication which is fast gaining relevance in the 

communication cycle.

He said the call for sign language interpreters across 

government offices is increasing.

"We are equally working on the Nigerian Sign language 

dictionary which will capture major dialects in Nigeria; we 

cannot continue to rely on the American version of sign 

language at the expense of our diversity in Nigeria" he 

asserted. 

Lalu also promised to create a lasting support services 

between the international Agencies and the Staff of the 

University. 

Earlier in his remarks, the Vice Chancellor, Federal 

University, Lafia, Prof. Shehu Abdul Rahman appreciated 

the ES for his cordality and the partnership with the 

University which he said is very invaluable. 

– Lalu
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He described the curriculum appraisal of 

sign language communication as a unique 

step taken in the right direction and assured 

that the outcome is being considered at 

various stages in the institution for 

adoption and implementation. 

The VC, however, seized the occasion to 

solicit the intervention of the Commission 

on TETFUND for tye construction of 

Special Needs Education & Rehabilitation 

of the Science Department office complex 

in the campus.

Adding to the discourse is the Dean, 

Faculty of Education, Prof. Josephine 

Odey who spoke on the commitment of 

United Nations to ensuring that every child 

succeeds in his endeavor irrespective of the 

challenges.

"No child should be denied access to 

quality education because it is their 

fundamental right" she said.

The high point of the visit was the 

presentation of the Digital Audiology 

Machine to the Vice Chancellor of the 

University by the ES.
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Map Showing Domestication and Implementation Status of Disability Act Across the 36 States
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NATIONAL DISABILITY ACT: NCPWD ENGAGES PWDS IN VIDEO CHALLENGE 
To encourage the 

domestication and 

implementation of 

the Discrimination 

Against Persons 

With Disability 

Prohibition Act, the 

National 

Commission for 

Persons With 

Disabilities started 

a Social Media 

Campaign to 

encourage 

domestication and 

implementation of 

the Act at the state 

level. 
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NCPWD PARTNERS NSCDC, ESTABLISHES DISABILITY DESK IN 36 STATES AND THE FCT 
The Disability Desk and Disability 

Desk Officers across security 

agencies are expected to be frontline 

actors in ensuring that justice is 

served and prosecution of offenders 

who in one way or the other abuse or 

stigmatize a Person With Disability 

in accordance with the National 

Disability Act. 

Again, just like with the Nigerian 

Police Force (NPF), the National 

Commission for Persons With 

Disabilities in partnership with Rule 

of Law and Anti-Corruption 

Program (RoLAC) has yesterday 

flagged off a two day high level 

capacity building workshop for 

officers of the Nigerian Security and 

Civil Defense Corps (NSCDC) who 

will be the Disability Desk Officers at NSCDC stations across the 36 states and the FCT. 

The Executive Secretary while unveiling the DDO emblem tasked the officers on giving high priority to Persons With 

Disabilities and understand their needs. He maintained that he, alongside the National Commission for Persons With 

Disabilities, will not relent until they achieve inclusivity of Persons With Disabilities in all aspects of government
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The Nigeria Digital 

Identification For 

Development (DI4D) 

organised a two days 

stakeholders' workshop 

tagged "Establishing an 

Inclusive Enrolment System 

and Effective Feedback 

Mechanism for the DID4D 

Project" on Thursday 24th and 

Friday 25th November, 2022 

at Reiz Continental Hotel 

CBD, Abuja.

The objective of the workshop 

was to create an inclusive way 

to capture Persons With 

Disabilities population in the 

upcoming National Census 

The Executive Secretary of 

the National Commission for 

Persons With Disabilities, Mr 

James David Lalu who was represented by the Director of PRS, Mr Soji Adewale expressed delight at the progress the 

Commission is making in terms of recognition and noted that PWDs have a lot to contribute to national development with 

inclusive systems.

He therefore suggested ways by which the DID4D can be more inclusive.
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REPORT ANY IRREGULARITIES TO US - LALU 
The Executive Secretary of National Commission For 

Persons With Disabilities has cautioned members of the 

Joint National Association of Persons with Disabilities 

(JONAPWD) against use of abusive language, threats or 

any other act that will frustrate the national election of the 

association which will be held today in Abuja. 

Lalu, at the opening ceremony of the JONAPWD national 

convention themed: Disability Inclusion and Development: 

Mapping out Interest and Diversity, the Need for National 

Disability Agenda" outlined processes to which members 

of the association can report irregularities observed during 

the election to the commission. He made it clear that 

ensuring coexistence among persons with disabilities is one 

of the key priorities and functions of NCPWD and as such 

no loopholes will be tolerated during the conduct of the 

election. 

Earlier the incumbent President of the association 

Abdullahi Usman Aliyu appreciated the support and 

constructive criticisms he has received from the 

commission and Mr James David Lalu during his tenure as 

the National President. He further applauded the National 

Commission For Persons With Disabilities for making the 

convention becomes reality through its support
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NCPWD Rolls Out Scholarships for Persons 
With Disabilities
The National Commission for Persons With Disabilities has 

rolled out scholarship opportunities for Persons With 

Disabilities who are undergraduate students of public 

tertiary institutions in Nigeria.

This was contained in a statement signed by the Executive 

Secretary of the Commission, James David Lalu.

According to the statement, in order for applicants to be 

considered for the scholarship which was first of its kind by 

the Commission, they must "be an indigent Person With 

Disability; bonafide student of any public tertiary 

institution in Nigeria," among other criteria.

Applicants were directed to address their applications to the 

Executive Secretary, National Commission for Persons 

With Disabilities through their level adviser
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Executive Secretary, Mr James David Lalu on this week’s internal inspection of departments and units.PHOTOS SPEAK:
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This Newsletter was compiled by the New Media of the 

National Commission For Persons  With Disabilities 

2-4 FLoor, Plateau House, Ralph Shodeine Street, Central Business District Abuja

#Nothingaboutuswithoutus

Website: www.ncpwd.gov.ng email: info@ncpwd.gov.ng
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